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ON THE FRONT LINE? 


HOUSING IN ULSTER’S COLD WAR 


News around Ulster 


FORMER U.S. senator George Mitchell is conducting 
a review of the so-called ‘peace process’ as David 
Trimble refused to be bounced into allowing Sinn Féin 
ministers to sit in government before making any 
gesture to decommission IRA weapons. 

Of course the text of the Agreement didn’t support 
his stance on this issue but we are pleased that Trimble 
found his backbone and said no to Blair and Ahern. 
Whether he can still stand up to the pressure remains 
to be seen. We would cry few tears if the present 
dishonest Agreement fails. The issue of guns should 
have been sorted out a year or so ago. As we said at 
the time, the Mitchell Agreement allowed unionists to 
claim that it copper-fastened the union while pan-Irish 
national-chauvinists like Tim Pat Coogan could claim 
that it was a step on the road to a United Ireland. Our 
money is on Tim Pat! 

We want peace and our own sovereign government. 
A Stormont assembly was at least a step in the right 
direction. However, we want unfettered government 
for all the people, not a crazy system of 
inslitutionalised sectarianism, which allows all our 
problems to fester as each community vies for 
advantage over one-another. 


PAN-IRISH national-chauvinists had a_ miserable 
summer. Firstly, the Orange Order announced that if 
South Belfast's Ballynafeigh District couldn't go to the 
field, then the field would go to Ballynafeigh. Gerard 
Rice warned of dire consequences for the ‘Peace’ 
process. Secretly he wanted a riot, but was 
disappointed as the Orange walked to the Ormeau Park 
and behaved impeccably. Pan-Irish  national- 
chauvinists may regard anything Orange as ‘carnivals 
of fascism' (/rish News 3/9/99) but even Parades 
Commission boss Alistair Graham could see that the 
"Twelfth' is Europe's largest indigenous folk and 
cultural festival. Sinn Féin were reduced to 
complaining about the amount of litter left in Ormeau 
Park - a far cry from Gerard Rice's predictions of 
Armageddon. 

Mr Rice also lost round two of the marching season 
when the Apprentice Boys were allowed to walk down 
the Ormeau Road. 'Local' residents from as far afield 
as Andersonstown tried to block this lawful walk but 
the RUC removed them. This ‘sectarian coat trailing 
exercise’ upset Republicans so much that they later 
rioted in Londonderry and looted some sports shops. 

However, pan-lrish national-chauvinists will have 
learnt from these PR disasters. Future confrontations 
have been planned. Low-key demonstrations have 
already been held against Remembrance Day parades. 
Sinn Féin's Barry McElduff has started early by 
complaining about BBC broadcasters wearing poppies 
during 1998's "British remembrance week". Whilst 
the Royal British Legion plays a leading role in war 


commemorations, they are not entirely 'British' affairs. 
Acts of remembrance go on all over the world. 
Perhaps Mr McElduff is giving us notice that 
Remembrance Day is his next target for violent 
confrontations organised by ‘concerned residents’. 


ISSUE 22 of UN looked at John Darby's book, 
Scorpions in a Bottle. Quoting statistics from a Social 
Attitudes Survey, it noted that between 1989-1994 
between 26 and 29% of Protestants described their 
identity as being either ‘Ulster or Northern Irish’ as 
opposed to the conventional 'British'. Similarly, 
between 25 to 28% of Catholics described their 
identity as ‘Northern Irish’ rather than = ‘Irish’. 
Examining this idea of a ‘third identity', the Belfast 
Telegraph's Barry White drew upon a very recent 
survey which indicated that an astonishing 40% of our 
people do not identify themselves as Ulster unionists 
or Irish nationalists. (In Ulster terms, the former 
would be Protestants, the latter Catholics). This 40% 
would include Alliance supporters, socialists and 
others, but a sizeable proportion must be people like us 
— Ulster-nationalists. 

Those people who choose a ‘third identity' are to be 
ignored in the next census. It only intends asking 
questions on identity in terms of the so-called religious 
divide. This is a case of social engineering - whereby 
the state tells us what identity options we are allowed. 
Similarly, the PC ‘Fair’ Employment Commission 
limits one's identity to Protestant, Catholic or ‘other'. 
The latter is meaningless and generally ignored. If the 
census is to have any meaning, then the ‘other’ option 
needs taken into account! 


THE ‘CATHEDRAL QUARTER’ area bounded by 
Royal Avenue, Rosemary Street, Lower North Street 
and Lower Donegall Street is now under threat from 
the Kire-based property developer, Ewart Dunloe. 
These developers want to clear away everything in the 
area to make way for another massive shopping mall to 
complement CastleCourt. 

A large number of small shops and businesses would 
have to be bulldozed to make way for this monstrosity. 
Hundreds of jobs would be lost and the displaced 
shopkeepers would never be able to afford the rent in 
the new super-mall. Instead, it would house the same 
boring range of multiples that make one place just the 
same as any other these days. 

Also threatened are several superb buildings. Central 
Hall and the attractive North Street Arcade would go, 
as would the magnificent Masonic Hall in Rosemary 
Street with its famous John Luke mural depicting the 
building of Solomon’s temple. Clearly the only temple 
under construction in this part of Belfast is a temple to 
the false god of Greed and Plunder. It’s time that 
Ewart Dunloe was sent packing! 
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News around the British Isles 


THE Centre for Alternative ‘'echnology at Machynlleth in 
Mid-Wales is a 40 acre site where people live and work 
for an ecologically sustainable future. Since 1975, well 
over a million people have visited the CAT. Features 
include a water-powered cliff railway, introductory video, 
working displays of wind, water and solar power, low 
energy buildings, organically grown food, a wholefood 
cafe and adventure playground. Europe's leading eco- 
centre is designed to inspire, inform and entertain. 

‘Two years ago, the CAT started a campaign to build a 
new centre to expand their frce information service. 
Currently, their information stall is overwhelmed with 
enquiries. For every person they help follow an ecological 
path there is another they have to turn away simply 
because of lack of space, staff and information technology. 
To rectify this situation the CAT decided to build AtKIC - 
an Autonomous Environmental Information Centre. ‘This 
would combine some of the world's oldest building 
techniques, such as rammed earth, with state-ol-the-art 
environmental technology. Since 1997, over £450,000 has 
been donated to the AtKIC building fund. ‘To start laying 
foundations. the CAT now needs another £40,000. ‘The 
AtKIC will become part of a European research project to 
develop sheep's wool insulation - providing hope to 
farmers, desperate for a market for their product. The CAT 
has also forged a partnership with the local Forest 
Enterprise helping to encourage sustainable woodland 
management. 

‘The CAT believes that they can help people change their 
lives, reducing their impact on the earth. Many folk 
belicve that the effects of global climate change, of 
environmental threats such as genctically modified foods 
and the loss of plant and animal diversity are out of our 
hands. However solutions do exist - biological sewage 
treatment, energy saving grants, community composting, 
and DIY solar water heating. If the AtHIC opens next 
year, the CAT aims to help over 40, 000 children, students 
and familics with the ecological information they need. 
Find out more or donate to this worthy cause. Write to: 
The Centre for Alternative ‘Technology, FREEPOST, 
Machynlleth, Powys, Cymru/Wales, SY20 1BR 


THE BANKS, which charge a helly commission fee 
ripped off holiday-makers who uscd travellers’ cheques 
this summer, added an extra charge of £1.00 for every 
£100.00 issued. These same banks suck the life-blood 
from our people, community and nation at the expense of 
ordinary working folk. We say that they should provide a 
local, national and international accounting service - not 
run a racketeering scam that the Mafia would envy. 

But is there any practical alternative to their sharp 
practices? Yes. Support your local Credit Union, which is 
a group of people who agree to save together and lend 
each other money. ‘The interest rate on a loan is only a 
penny for every pound you owe. You can borrow moncy 
to pay off old debts, for home or car repairs, holidays or 
school uniforms. 

Credit Unions are not the complete solution to the 
criminal debV/interest system. Ilowever, we live in an 
imperfect world, and they at least keep money in the local 
community and are a useful way of using moncy 
intelligently and for yourscl. 


News around the World 


FRENCH FARMERS are leading a rebellion against US- 
imposed cultural uniformity. One McDonald's fast food 
restaurant has been ransacked and others have been 
picketed across the country. ‘The farmers are suffering 
because of a food trade war between America and Europe. 
McDonalds is scen as a symbol of an American-led threat 
to their livelihoods and the French way of life. Jose Bove, 
an imprisoned farmers' leader. has claimed that he is “a 
hostage to global commercialism". ‘Yhe farmers are also 
worticd about low prices, industrial methods, genetically 
modified crops and the increasing domination of big retail 
distributors. ‘They have called on other Europeans to 
reject the US way of life and are defending “the right of 
people to feed themselves with their own Jood in their own 
way and against the determination of the United States to 
impose their way of eating on the whole planet". 


THESE FARMERS are rightly concerned by the threat 
America poses to their culture and way of life. After all, 
what right docs the US have to impose its valucs on 
everyone else’? However, the farmers should also take a 
look at the actions of their own highly centralised 
government for the French state is quite happy to play Big 
Brother when it comes to internal allairs. 

Over the years, the peoples of Brittany, the Basque 
country and Corsica have campaigned for autonomy or 
independence from France. All are united in their disgust 
at France's reluctance to encourage regional languages, 
culture and political identity. ‘This is particularly so in 
Brittany. where a revival in Breton nationalism has been 
preceded by a cultural revival. ‘This new wave of 
enthusiasm for the area's Celtic roots has seen a revival of 
Brezhoneg - the Breton language - traditional music and 
fest-noz, Celtic night festivals. Commenting on the 
French state's altitude to Brittany, one veteran Breton 
nationalist noted “At exactly the moment that many young 
Breton people are becoming sensitive to their awn 
language and their own identity, the government m Parts 
is becoming ever more Jacobin and centralist". 


CORSICANS - like the Bretons - are also opposed to the 
centralist nature of France. Edmond Simconi, a leader of 
the Corsican autonomist movement recently noted that the 
"French imbue their republic with a sacred character and 
everything that doesn't conform becomes deviant, an 
enemy. The essence of French power is the assimilation of 
all regional identities in the melting pot of a single exalted 
Kkrench tdentity. But Corsicans - and others - have an 
original culture that refuses to disappear". 


DUE to our update on Serbia (see page 5), we have 
again had to hold over our regular series on John 
Hargrave. Hopefully this will be back in our next issue. 


Read New Ulster Patriot 
Send 3 first class stamps for sample copy 


fo 316 Shankill Road, Belfast BT13 3AB 
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For Europe but against the EU 


OPEN FORUM is designed to stimulate vital debate 
concerning the future of our nation and people. We look 
beyond the sterile ideas of ‘left’ and ‘right’, capitalism and 
communism, unionism and republicanism. As we favour 
debate as a means to inciting thought, no subject is taboo. 
Some viewpoints may, therefore, differ from UN's. This 
article was written by David Thomas from Newtownards, 
Co. Down. 


THE = RELATIONSHIP =~ between — an 
independent Ulster and Europe has been 
licrcely debated in recent issues of Ulster 
Nation. Views expressed have been wide, 
varied and often at odds with each other. For 
example, Andy C. (UN 21) advocated 
‘independence within [urope'. However, in 
UN 22, 'Ulidian' flavoured a more isolationist 
stance - Jreedom from Dublin, Westminster 
and Brussels'. And in the last issue of UN, 
Greg C. called for ‘a free Murope'. 

As part of this debate, however, it is essential that the terms 'lurope', 'luropean' and 'EU' be 
correctly defined. — Some folk interchange these terms, which leads to great confusion. So how do 
we define these terms - and is there any dillerence between them? I'm happy with the geographic 
definition of ‘Europe’. ‘Thus it is the landmass and islands bounded by the AUantic Ocean in the West 
lo the Ural Mountains in the ast. ‘Europeans’, then, are those peoples indigenous to Europe. 
However, the 'EU' is really an economic and political term for the body that governs Europe. For me, 
then, ‘Europe! and 'EKuropean' can be used as ethnic, geographic or even spiritual terms. The 'EU', 
however, is merely the bureaucracy that serves Liurope. With these definitions in mind, we can now 
properly debate Ulster's relationship with Europe. 

Geographically, Ulster is a Luropean nation. lthnically we are [uropeans. Events in Ulster 
(remember 1690?) have also played key roles in shaping European history. As radical Ulster- 
nationalists we are [uro-centric and Europe is the cultural soil in which we are rooted. Our nation 
and people are products of Luropean history and culture. Lurope also provides us with a bulwark 
against US cultural imperialism. 

I lowever, | am deeply suspicious of the bankers, politicians and bureaucrats who form the EU. The 
launch of the Curo dramatically increased the centralising power of the bankers. Through 
‘harmonisation’ of prices, taxes and even national holiday's, the U's politicians are conducting a giant 
social engineering programme. ‘They seem intent on introducing a universal code that suits the whole 
of Lurope regardless of an individual people's specific cultural and spiritual values. This is 
dangerous. Surely the beauty of Europe is in its diversity - and in respecting that diversity. I would 
prefer to see L’urope as a collection of historic nations and regions. Surely these smaller units are 
healthier reflections of a people and its culture. | believe in a Murope of the peoples - not of the 


+ corporate bosses. 
| feel that we need to steer a third way between those who would slavishly accept any EU edict and 


Sd 


those who would reject outright anything to do with Murope. ‘Thus our position should be for Europe 
but against the LU. Earlier | described myself as a radical Ulster-nationalist. | oppose the centralism 
and dead weight of the old nation states. 1 want to see my land and people free from the shackles of 
both Westininster and Leinster House. | view Europe in a similar light. [| am proud to be a [uropean 
- but I have no interest in a United States of Europe. | look towards a [urope of small nations and 
historic regions, each with their distinct cultural identity intact. [uropean co-operation will be 
essential - but some form of Conlederacy or Commonwealth best serves this. These ideas have 
already been somewhat poetically termed 'the Europe of a hundred flags’. | hope to expand upon 
them in the next Open Forum. . 


h | 
HOUSING - The next front in Ulster’s Cold War? 


BELFAST HAS become increasingly segregated over the past three decades. West Belfast, excluding the 
Shankill area, has become a contiguous Catholic area stretching from Castle Street to the edge of Lisburn. 
Last Bellast. apart from Short Strand and Mountpottinger, is largely Protestant. ‘There has also been some 
demographic change in favour of Catholics in south Bellast - for example the much disputed Lower 
Ormeau Road area was once largely Protestant - but the greatest pressure for rapid change is in North 
Bellast which is a patchwork of olen hostile communitics and ‘interfaces’. Both Sinn Féin and the SDLP 
in North Belfast regard the area as ‘unlinished business” and openly covet land in loyalist Tiger’s Bay, 
Torrens, Mountcollyer and Glenbryn. As SDLP councillor Martin Morgan sces it, ‘The Catholic population 
could casily occupy ever square inch of land in North Bellast.’ 

“PROTESTANTS FAVOURED IN HOUSING SCANDAL” is the screaming headline in a very misleading 
article by the Sinn Féin-linked journalist, Ann Cadwallader, in /reland on Sunday (August 8", 1999). The 
article claims that working class Protestant areas in north Bellast are reeciving unfair preferential treatment 
from the Housing Executive at the expense of more needy Catholic areas. Ms Cadwallader compares the 
‘long streets of decrepit “two-up, two-downs” houses’ with ‘no gardens, grass verges or trees’ in the New 
Lodge area with nearby ‘Tiger’s Bay. There, ‘rows upon rows of empty houses’ and ‘plenty of good, red- 
brick, newly-built homes lying empty in silent streets with few children despite open grassy spaces. Only a 
Jew flags and UDA graffiti signify that people live there.’ Cadwallader goes on to claim that new homes are 
currently being built in Tiger's Bay despite low demand. 

This claim is totally false. No houses are under construction in Tiger's Bay. The Executive only built 
what new houses there are alter a sustained campaign by residents who protested at official neglect. Large 
parts of the area had fallen into disrepair and were neglected and ignored by the Executive. Eventually, 
aller a six-year campaign around 65 new houses were built on vacant siles at the bottom of the Limestone 
Road and in Upper Mervue Street. However, this was only because the Executive found the money from 
compensation paid to it by the Dol! aller some 400 largely derelict Nineteenth Century houses were 
bulldozed to make way for the Northgate project. 

Contrary to the impression given. new homes are being constructed in Catholic areas. The long streets in 
the New Lodge. described by Ms Cadwallader, have been vested. Beautiful new homes are almost finished 
at the Hillman Street-North Queen Street junction. The decrepit “two-up, two-downs” will soon be gone. 
Substandard maisonettes have been replaced by modern homes in nearby Carrick Hill. 

New Lodge Housing Forum spokesman Joe Kelly wants more. ‘Protestant areas are dying areas, they 
are moving out voluntarily, but unionist politicians see what's happening and are getting more and more 
new and better housing built to try and keep them here.’ ‘Vhis is a total inversion of what’s actually 
happening. Official neglect led to younger economically active people moving away from arcas such as 
Tiger’s Bay and Mounteollyer. Only the elderly, the poor, the unemployed and those who had bought 
property and couldn't sell it remained in these decaying and crumbling areas. It wasn’t unionist politicians 
who eventually succeeded in getting some new and better houses built but local community groups. 
However, in all cases fewer houses were put back than had previously existed in these areas, not ‘more and 
more’! The people in these areas are as entitled to get rid of substandard accommodation as their 
counterparts in Carrick Hill and Divis Flats. 

It is also by no means the case that all these people moved out voluntarily! One row of empty houses 
pictured in the article is at the junction of Duncairn Gardens and Halliday’s Road a very volatile interface 
area where riols are a common occurrence. ‘The same is true of the other end of [lalliday’s Road where it 
meets Limestone Road. | lived in the corner house — right on the interlace. | lived behind wire grills and 
reinforced doors and regularly had to come in through the back gate to avoid the trouble at the front of the 
house. Riots were common. In July 1994, Leven found a bomb on a neighbour's doorstep! I left that house 
in 1997, ‘voluntarily’ as Mr Kelly would sce it. ‘That house still stands empty today, as does the house 
targeted by would-be bombers live years ago. 

There ts no doubt that Catholics need new houses in North Belfast but complaining that ‘the Prods are 
gelling everything’ achieves nothing. especially when it is not true. Do Sinn léin and the SDLP want the 
Executive to neglect lovalist areas so that everyone Icaves ‘voluntarily’ thus allowing the vacated houses to 
be occupied by Catholics? Lronically, this is exactly what many loyalist critics have accused the Executive 
of planning over the past twenty years! Perhaps they should be honest and state that they really want to 
drive the remaining Iluns out and in Cllr Morgan’s words. ‘occupy every square inch’ of North Belfast. 

David Kerr 


JUST A few years ago, the liberal-left would have mobilised thousands to oppose ‘reactionary, 
jingoist and imperialist’ wars. How things have changed. Today the likes of Bill Clinton and 
Tony Blair are only too happy to declare war on defenceless sovereign nations! We say there is 
no real difference between the 'left' and ‘right’ and for every Ronald Reagan there's a Slick Willie 
and for every Margaret Thatcher there's a Macho Tony. The US Democratic Party and our own 
NuLab control ruthless and very effective PR empires and there's nothing like a good war to 
boost ones popularity! Cynicism is now the order of the day. Neither Clinton nor Blair is 
interested in the Kosovar Albanians. The war against Serbia was-just another brutal assertion of 
‘New World Order’ Yankee imperialism. Britain is America’s faithful hound. Washington feels 
that it now has the ‘right’ to tell any country in the world how to gover itself and then destroy 
those who disobey. To Clinton and Blair, national sovereignty, independence and freedom look 
like things of the past. > 

They know that there's nothing like a good 
‘humanitarian’ war to boost their popularity ratings. 
This is especially so when there are minimum allied 
casualties. So when the Serbs withdrew from Kosovo 
they were over the moon. No ground war equals no 
NATO losses. Phase One was complete. 

Phase Two was to be the complete humiliation - and 
further demonisation - of the Serbian forces. Jamie 
Shea, NATO’s PR man claimed that the Serbs were a 


wild undisciplined rabble who had suffered many } We es 

casualties and were now totally dispirited. 4 eee k FF eH 
This was simply wishful thinking. The Serb fighters ff FOR UL, & snare | 
were in good spirits. They looked fit and were well i i 
disciplined. The vast majority of their heavy armour Aaa Sere 


was still fully intact. 

The Serbs are Europe's most battle hardened troops - NATO may well have sustained 
heavy casualties in any ground war. No wonder Clinton and Blair looked relieved when 
Slobodan Milosevic ordered his men out afier the Russian-brokered peace deal. 

Clinton and Blair rained death and destruction on Serbia - a country that hadn't threatened them - 
and their bombs have killed hundreds of innocent civilians. They destroyed Serbia's infrastructure 
and have caused untold environmental damage. Now they say they are willing to finance the 
rebuilding of the area but want Milosevic ousted from office first and a puppet regime installed in his 
place. Ironically, this arrogance may help Milosevic. Now that his military is out of Kosovo, he can 
devote himself fully to other internal affairs. Despite the many demonstrations against him, this may 
give him the opportunity he needs to defeat his internal enemies. Only time will tell. 

In our last issue, we asked, "Where will it all end? We don't know and we're pretty sure the 
warmongers in Washington and Westminster have little clue either." We were right to express our 
fears for now the Kosovar Albanians are ethnically cleansing the Serbs. The 'peace' is a bloody sham 
and NATO troops will be stuck in the Balkans for years to come. There may well be a valid 
argument for some form of autonomy or independence for Kosovo. However, this is an internal 
question for the Serbian and Albanian people to work out. NATO's war of aggression against Serbia 
hasn't produced a just settlement. In fact, Clinton and Blair have simply made the problem worse. 
Unfortunately, the sad truth is that Serbia may not be the last country in the world that the Yanks will 
try to impose their will upon. We still fear that Ulster may yet receive the harsh end of the Yankee 
carrot and stick method. 


In Flanders Fields 


Tf ye break faith with us who die 


We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields: 
John McCrae (1872 -1918) 


FEW CAN DOUBT that the horrendous slaughter of the First World War has had 
an enormous effect on the Ulster people. The sacrifice of tens of thousands of 
young Ulstermen at the Somme and Messines hardly needs retelling here. Few 
Ulster homes were left untouched by the effects of that bloody conflict. It’s little 
wonder then, that many Ulsterfolk - loyalists, unionists, Orangemen and 
Ulster-nationalists alike - commemorate the 36th (Ulster) Division’s greatest 
triumph and tragedy - the Battle of the Somme. 

As Ulster-nationalists we take the line that there should be no more brothers’ 
wars. We should not involve ourselves in attacks on states which pose no threat 
to our people. We reject the interventionist ‘ New World Order’ philosophy of Bill 
Clinton and Tony Blair which interferes (on behalf of the ‘international community’ 
no less) in the affairs of weaker non-conformist nations. Nonetheless, we 
recognise that most of those Ulstermen who fought in the Great War did so out of 
a sense of honour, duty and sacrifice - which they expected to be reciprocated by . 
the British government. However, Ulster was not the only European nation to 
suffer great trauma. Take the case of the Flanders which played host to some of 
the bloodiest conflict . 

When war broke out in 1914, the Germans asked to pass through Belgium so 
that they could attack France. Belgium refused and German troops entered the 
country on August 4th. Thousands of Flemish young men enlisted, many because 
King Albert II had pledged ‘equality in right and fact’ after the war. Their aim was 
to chase the German invaders out and win freedom for their homeland. 

Belgian troops flooded the Izjer river valley in October 1914 and held the front 
line for the duration of the war. Tens of thousands of these young men perished 
in defence of their homeland but despite such sacrifice and suffering, theyi were 
often humiliated by the largely French-speaking officer corps. Protests led to the 
emergence of a Flemish ‘front movement’ which sought self-government for 
Flanders, an end to the war and peace between the European nations. It was 
banned by the Belgian authorities. 

All the Belgian soldiers who died were given official tombstones with the French 
inscription ‘Mort pour la patrie’. A committee to pay tribute to the heroes - ‘Comité 
voor Heldenhulde’ was set up to give Flemish heroes a Flemish tribute. The 
committee came up with the famous ‘Heldenhulderzerkes’. This cross with the 
slogan AVV-VVK, (Aller voor Vlaanderen - Viaanderen voor Kristus) was designed by 
a Flemish patriot with the unlikely sounding name of Joe English. English himself 
fell in 1918 and his grave in Steenkerke near Veune became a place of pilgrimage 
to commemorate all the Flemish soldiers who died in the Great War. 

In the small Flemish town of Diksmuide on the banks of the Ijzer a memorial 


Left. The simple Flemish heroes’ grave marker, the Heldenhulderzerkes. 
Centre. The Black Lion rampant, the ancient symbol of Flanders. 

Right. Flemish youth remembers the past and looks to the future. 

Find out more about the Ijzer Tower on <http://www.trabel.com> 


tower to Flanders’ fallen was begun in 1928 and completed two years later. Unlike 
the Ulster Memorial Tower at Thiepval in France, this tower had a crypt in which 
prominent Flemish war victims were interred. This first tower was blown up by 
enemies of Flemish freedom in 1946. The debris was used to construct a massive 
Peace Gate. A new crypt was inaugurated on the site of the first tower in 1958. 
This is currently undergoing restoration and is due to be rededicated on November 
11th 1999, Armistice Day. The new tower opened in 1965 and remains as a place 
of pilgrimage for Flemish patriots each August and November. The first tower’s 
slogan, No more war, appears on each of the four walls in the languages of those 
troops who fought and died in the Westhoek area of Flanders, Flemish, English, 


French and German. 
Today, the Ijzer Tower is also a museum dedicated to the history of the Flemish 


people and especially their great sacrifice and suffering during the First World 
War. Just like the Somme museum at Conlig, Co. Down, it contains many 
poignant reminders of the true horrors of that Great War. It suggests most 
movingly the necessity of true patriotism in place of the jingoistic ranting of our 
media and the imperialist posturing of the British and US governments which 


seeks to pass itself off as ‘humanitarian intervention’. 
David Kerr 
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tu Reviews 


The Ulster Unionist Party 1972 —92 
David Hume. Ulster Society Publications, Largan 1996. ISBN 1872076 300 £8.50 


READERS MIGIIT be surprised to discover that the Ulster Unionist Party 
docs not officially exist! Ulster Unionists actually belong to affiliated 
bodies of the Ulster Unionist Council, which came into being in 1905 to 
oppose Irish home rule. It was the UUC which orgamsed the Ulster 
Covenant. raised the original Ulster Volunteer Force and established the 
Provisional Government of Ulster which would have taken control of our 
homeland had Dublin rule been implemented in 1914. ‘Today, the UUC 
has delegates trom the Orange Order, the UYUC. various constituency 
assuctations, the Ulster Worien’s Unionist. Council. MPs and the 
Councillors’ Association. ‘This ramshackle organisation scems like to 
change soon, although most public interest seems to be whether or not the 
link with the Orange Order will be retained, 

This is one of the author's interesting insider’s perspectives on the recent history of the UUP. He was 
aller all a prominent member of the Ulster Young Unionist Council and he has had the co-operation of 
several MPs and other leading members and party activists. David Hume manages to avoid the pitfalls of 
such a position by keeping a sense of understanding and objectivity. His access to internal party material 
such as a private recording of a debate between devolutionist and intcgraliontst speakers at an East Antrim 
constituency meeting mdicates the genuine depth of feeling and division within the party in the immediate 
years after the 1985 [Hillsborough Pact. Much of the book refers back to Kast Antrim which is quite 
understandable as this is where Dr [lume lives, works and was politically active, but his conclusions seem 
to be valid enough for the UUP throughout Ulster. The author relics on personal interviews for a fascinating 
insight on UUP activists and MPs. 

The Heath government's abolition of the Stormont parliament in 1972 came as a great shock to unionist 
voters and members of the UUP. ‘The party had ruled the state since its foundation in 1921 and found it 
difficulty to adjust to the new role of ‘opposition’ to the whims and lollies of successive ‘Secretaries of 
State for Northern Ireland’. The apparent UUP “monolith’ crumbled, as the militant Ulster Vanguard 
movement became a separate political party in 1973 and the party split again that year over proposals which 
led to the notorious Sunningdale Agreement. lan Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party also made 
considerable inroads ito the “Official Unionist” vote. Vanguard, however, fell apart after proposals in 
1976 for a voluntary coalition with the SDLP were rubbished in public by lan Paisley - despite the fact that 
they were also agreed by his then deputy, William Beattie. ‘This allowed the UUP to consolidate its position 
as the largest political party in U[ster. 

The next major shock to umonists and loyalists was the Hillsborough Pact, which allowed Dublin to get its 
‘foot in the door’. Hume calls this the “greatest challenge’ to the party. He runs through the response to the 
act: resignation trom parliament and a mini general election, abstention trom normal parliamentary 
business, a petition to Queen Elizabeth, boycotts of boards. suspension of local council meetings, refusal to 
mect with British government ministers; and the debate within the party on the best option for the future. 
This ranged from the “equal citizenship’ argument, through ‘administrative devolution’ on the model of the 
former Greater London Council, to calls for outright Ulster independence. Jim Molyneaux favoured the 
‘administrative devolution’ option, Although popular within the UYUC, the “equal citizenship’ position 
was greeted coolly within the senior party, as it would cnvisage the then “mainland? British partics — the 
Tortes, Labour, the SDP and the Liberals - organising and contesting clections here against UUP 
candidates. 

For most UUP members, the independence option was a last resort, not a primary political goal. Tume reminds 
us that such an option was suggested at various times by Bill Craig, John ‘Taylor, Cecil Walker (honestly!), Jim 
Nicholson, Harold McCusker and, of course, David ‘Trimble! Is good to be reminded of this. Hume remarks that 
although ‘the political scene Jrom unionism’s point of view has nol unproved , wo MP 1s currently prepared to rock 
the boat on this issue. | put this down to Micawberist sell-delusion. “Ol licial Unionists” are a far ery from Tim 
Pat Coogan’s caricature of a bunch of Machiavellian plolticrs scheming lo oppress so-called “Northen 
nationalists”. Read this book if you want some idea of what really makes them tick. 

; David Kerr 
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My Awakening: a Path to Racial Understanding 
David Duke. Free Speech Press, PO Box 88, Covington. L.A704034, USA. 
ISBN1 892796 00 7 Us$29.95 


ON HIS FIRST VISIT to the United States as UUP leader, an Irish- 
American group denounced David Trimble in a full-page advert in the New 
York Times as ‘lreland’s David Duke.’ ‘The comparison was not meant as a 
compliment. So, who is David Duke and why is it that his name attracts 
such negative connotations? 

David Duke is probably the best known and most controversial ‘political 
extremist’ in America today. He is a leading member of the Republican 
Party in Louisiana and a former Louisiana State representative. Ile is best 
known, however, for his time in office as national director or ‘Grand 
Dragon’ of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Duke’s Klan group eschewed 
violence. It recognised that “acts of violence against minorities were not 
only wrong, but actually hurt our cause rather than helped it” as they 
pandered to the media image of Klansmen as violent beer-swilling, ignorant, 
hateful bigots. 

Ile had some success in promoting a more posilive Klan, but the Mederal authorities managed to 
undermine his efforts by promoting rival pro-violence ‘Ilollywood Klan’ factions. Duke discovered that the 
good publicity he had gained for his ‘respectable Klan’ also benelited the Krazy Klan factions that 
conformed to the media stereotypes. Le then founded a non-violent civil rights group for European- 
Americans - the National Association for the Advancement of White People. 

My Awakening is a fascinating account of David Duke’s political and philosophical pilgrimage from his 
school days (when he first came into contact with activists from the White Citizens Council), through his 
college years at Louisiana State University, the time he spent in Iaos and his travels around India, the 
Middle ast and Europe. But there’s a lot about David Duke the man too. We read of his boyhood in the 
Louisiana swamplands, his parents, his courtship, marriage and the birth of his daughters. 

What does David Duke want? “We seek not to rule over or exploit other races; we want only to create 
our own society structured on our own culture and dedicated to promoting our most noble attributes. We 
wish the same kind of fulfilment for the other races of mankind in the distinct societies that will reflect their 
own natural traits and character.” Accordingly, he gives a well-argued case for the role of heredity in 
intelligence and character, the ‘fraudulent nature’ of racial egalitarianism and the right of European- 
Americans to preserve their own genetic and cultural heritage. This book would probably be banned here 
as Duke’s indictment of what he calls ‘Jewish Supremacism’ for its alleged anti-Western could fall foul of 
laws against ‘incitement to hatred’. Duke recognises this danger. He says that he is only telling the truth 
as he sees it. Surely the answer then is not to ban the book, but to allow people to read it and to point out 
any twisted facts or any errors in his analysis. Just calling the author nasty names will just not do. There’s 
plenty of food for thought here and the book is available from www.amazon.com for those who want to 
make up their own minds. 


HATE LITERATURE? 
You decidel 


David Kerr 


Experience West Belfast - Blas de larthar Bhéal Feirste 
Failte Feirste Thiar, 216 Falls Road, Belfast. £1.00stg. 


‘This is a very attractively presented publication. It’s a glossy poster map of the whole of West Belfast including 
the Shankill Road and the Lighfield estate. On the reverse are detailed notes on prominent features of the district. 
However, any unsuspecting tourist would be forgiven for thinking that there's nothing of interest on the Shankill 
side of the “peace line’. No murals. No churches. No playgrounds. No library. No parks. No leisure facilities. 
Nothing! ‘That said, on the reverse there’s a token mention for the Fernhill House Muscum, the Shankill Festival 
and the Greater Shankill Community Council but they don't appear on the map’s key. ‘To me this looks like an 
aflerthought bolted on for ‘cross-community” acceptability. With a bit more honesty the publishers could have 
called their map Experience Republican West Belfast. | would write to my MP to complain about this, but I’m 
sure that Gerry Adams would only bin my letter! 

Daibhidh Cearr 
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The Saxon Faction, Saxfax, BM Box 5608, London, England, WCIN 3XX. 
(Send AS stamped SAE for free sample copy). 


I'M ENGLISH, so I was delighted to see The Saxon Faction, a small journal calling for English independence and "the 
resurgence of Anglo-Saxon values, culture, history and heritage”. TSF had a unique way of discussing serious issues in a 
off-beat way. In its Proposed Laws and Policies section, 7'SF called for thieves to have their thumbs surgically removed. 
Known as "the rule of thumb", ordinary folk could easily identify these anti-social elements as "light fingered toerags"! 
As an English nationalist journal, 7SF also supports independence for Ulster. TSF would also abolish the monarchy and 
distribute its wealth “amongst the Anglo-Saxon community". | liked its ideas on decentralism and direct democracy. TSF 
favours breaking up Albion (England) into its traditional counties like Wessex, Anglia and Mercia and would re-establish 
Folk Moots. 

Other articles include a commentary on NATO's “barbaric war" of aggression against Serbia, the London bombings 
earlier this year and some interesting information on paganism and the warrior God, Woden. 


John Field. 


To the Beat of the Drum, PO box 1, Kilrea, 
Co. Londonderry, BT51 5UP. 
Single copy £1.50 (inc. postage). 


TO THE BEAT OF THE DRUM (TTBOTD) is the 
official magazine of the Ulster Bands Association. It 
boasts 20 A4 pages, an adventurous yet clear layout, 
and a striking glossy purple cover. It was also written 
in plain English - a great change for a 
unionist/loyalist publication! I knew little of the 
UBA, but 77BOTD explained that it had been formed 
in March 1998 to give loyalist bands both a voice and 
a "clearly defined strategy". TTBOTD emphasises 
Protestant culture and heritage and urges readers to 
educate themselves. ‘Thus articles include a brief but 
very interesting history of the Apprentice Boys of 
Derry and a Ulster quiz page. 

There were also articles on the history of specific 
bands. The Glenhugh Flute Band from Ahoghill was 
formed in 1915. Band dues were then a penny a 
week! Out of the band members, 23 of them are still 
at school - surely the sign of a bright future. Also 
featured was the Ulster Grenadiers FB from 
Carrickfergus. I've seen them myself a few times, so 
I wasn't surprised to read that, although formed only 
in 1996, they've won over 100 trophies in various 
competitions. In promoting loyalist marching bands, 
TTBOTD could carve out a niche for itself in the 
small publications market. Get hold of a copy and 
judge for yourself. 


The Spark, Border Counties History Collective, Main Street, 
Blacklion, Co. Cavan, Eire. 
Single copy £2.00 (inc. postage). 


THE SPARK is the review magazine of the Border Counties History Collective. Our review copy(issue 13) included a 
potted history of the BCHC - useful for those who have never heard of the group. Formed in August 1997, the Collective 
services and supports the 20 history groups and societies affiliated to it in counties Cavan, Leitrim and Fermanagh. 
Activities include visits to historical festivals, sites and museums, seminars, training events and producing various local 
history publications. 

The Spark's articles were obviously all specific to the Border area. They ranged from the factual Burren Area 
Archaeological Survey to yarns about local characters like 'Old John’, an itinerant worker who, for a meal or a bed for the 
night, would do odd jobs around the house. It also featured a short story, a poetry section and an excellent reviews 
section. Apart from a week's holiday just outside of Enniskillen, I don't know the Cavan/Leitrim/Fermanagh area at all. 
Reading The Spark has made me determined to return and discover the area in a little more detail. With 44 A4 pages, all 
clearly laid out with plenty of photographs and illustrations, The Spark is a real credit to the BCHC. 

John Jenkins. 
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Orangeism and the Twelfth: what it means to me, Island Pamphlets, 132 Serpentine Road, Newtownabbey, 
Co. Antrim, BT36 7JQ. 
(£2.00 including postage) 


IN MAY 1999, the East Belfast-based Ballymacarrett Arts & Cultural Society 
(BACS) brought together six prominent Unionists to address the theme Orangeism 
and the Twelfth: what it means to me. This excellent booklet is an account of that 
meeting. 

‘The speakers addressed the subject in differing ways. Thus the history, cultural 
significance and childhood memories of the "I'welfth' are covered here. I particularly 
enjoyed the address by Gordon Lucy of the Ulster Society. He noted that the 
"Glorious Revolution inaugurated the decisive shift in the transfer of power way from 
the Monarchy and to Parliament. Indeed, it was only afier the Glorious Revolution 
that Parliament became a regular and permanent feature of political life. It may be : 
justly observed that the Glorious Revolution laid the foundations of both our ORANGE 
constitutional monarchy and our parliamentary democracy". It struck me that, HERO 
ironically, King William's victory ensures that ‘concerned citizens’ like Gerard Rice 
can enjoy the freedom to object to Orange walks along the Ormeau Road! 

A lively debate followed the speakers - including heated exchanges between the DUP's Sammy Wilson and the 
PUP's Ken Wilkinson. The BACS audience agreed that the Orange Order was losing the 'PR' battle concerning 
‘contentious’ walks. Indeed, the Orange hadn't even bothered to send a representative to this meeting! My only 
criticism of the booklet was that it should include pictures and short biographical text on each speaker. 
Nevertheless it ought to encourage further grassroots debate on this very important subject. 


= 


Ae 


A land of heart's desire 
300 YEARS OF IRISH ART 
Art Exhibition at the Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast, BT'9 SAB. 


I'M NO art expert - for me, art can be categorised as either ‘excellent’, 
'‘OK' or ‘rubbish’. However, I really was looking forward to this 
exhibition. Hopefully, both Ulster and Eire's breathtaking scenery - and : 
local characters - would be reflected here. Imagine my horror, then, = 
when I was immediately confronted by several examples of moder ‘art’. 
One canvas consisted of a bendy blue neon light. And looking too long Detail from 
at Sean Scully's Fourth Layer would have brought on an epileptic fit. | John Luke's 
find a lot of modern ‘art' rubbish and this lot was no diflerent. It was fit The Three Dancers 

only for an 11th night bonfire. 

Sanity was restored once I got past the modern ‘art’ section. Here, traditional landscapes hung beside detailed 
family portraits. Trees actually looked like trees and not genetically modified carrots - and faces had noses in the 
right place and not where the left earhole should be. Ecclesiastical Ruins on Inniscaltra by Bartholomew Watkins 
was absolutely excellent. It was so ‘alive’ that you would swear that you were on Inniscaltra itself. James 
O'Connor's Scene in County Wicklow and Sir John Lavery's Under the Cherry Tree are also worth looking out for. 

John Luke is another excellent artist. At first glance his very stylized paintings are bold and one dimensional. 
But on closer inspection the delicate shading and use of light he used to achieve movement is evident. The 


exhibition is free, runs until 7th November and is worth it for the Luke masterpieces alone. 
Dave Stevens. 


Ulster Hation has now set up its own interactive on-line discussion group, 
<ulsternation@onelist.com> where readers and supporters can discuss the issues of 
the day from a radical Ulster-nationalist perspective. If you want to join the list it’s 


easy and it’s free! You can subscribe to this list by visiting. 


<http://www.onelistcom/subscribe/ulsternation> 
Sign up today if you are an Ulster-nationalist We hope to see you there! 


Letters to the Editor 

Write ¢/o David Kerr 

29 Glenwood Street 

Bellast, ster BLES 3.AJ 

Fax 028 9023 3991; Vel 0403 888 707 


TE FOUND YOUR SITE very informative. As a Scots-lrish 
Protestant American [respect emendously your cllorts to 
fight for political, social, and economic independence 
from both England and Ireland. However, the idea of a 
‘united’ U ster incorporating both Catholic and Protestant 
under one banner is quite unrealistic and ‘utopian’ in 
outlook considering = the — ancient —cthnic/religious 
antagonism. On the other hand, since both partics are 
reluctant to wage an all-out tribal war that would result in 
the extermination of one or the other then maybe your 
solution is the only viable approach? | think world history 
has proven that mixing dillcrent religions as well as 
different races is destructive to all involved. ‘The ULS. is a 
prime cxample with their ‘darkening’, treasonous, 
immigration policies of the past 30 years. Another prime 
example as you well know, is the British colonial policics 
of the last 300 years. The political trend throughout the 
world is independence movements with regards to 
ethnic/rcligious divisions. The 'New World Order’ and its 
poisonous policy of global commerce are causing 
political/social/cconomic/ — chaos — everywhere. “The 
Anglo/Jewish global clite is only concerned with the 
greenback. As a result, everyone becomes a raccless and 
atheistic consumer whose only concern is to buy. 

James McRaney 


HONESTLY PEOPLE, this site is a waste of time. If you 
really want to get involved in some stimulating debate 
then come along to one of our many republican. sites. 
Quick run down why you people are wasting your time. 
Firstly although Protestants are the majority in the north 
they are very much the minority in Ireland. ‘The border 
isn’t a physically present object you know. Also, 
Protestants now only constitute a majority in Down and 
Armagh and when | say Down | mean that very looscly 
because South Down which the people who live there 
consider it to be is a nationalist-dominated and republican 
area. What then will unionists be calling Ulster in the 
future if they are no longer the majority there and how do 
they expect to pet all those Catholics to accept 
independence? 
J Mecilugh 
joc L@hotmailcom 
TFOUND your site while surfing Southem Independence 
sites. My ancestors came to Dixie from Northern Ircland 
so | found it fascinating that there ts an independence 
movement in Uister as there ts in the CS.\. 1 sce that you 
have had some dealings with the ColCC. Lam sure you 
will also find the League of the South to be a fricnd to 
your cause. 
CL. McManus 
SCREB2@'webtv.nel 


KEEP UP the good work toward independence. The UR 
and the USA created an unholy alliance apainst the castern 
orthodox Christians in Serbia. Now the Muslim Albanians 
have taken over Kosovo, and we have NATO and our own 
masters to blame. But, our national fiasco will only hasten 
our own demise, making way for independence in the 
wake of the fall of illegal. rogue terrorist states who 
belicve that might makes right. May God defend the 

Right! 
Soren Dresch, Ruffin Flag Company, Georgia. 
rullinco@g-neb.net 


GOOD LUCK. Lam a member of the League of the South 

and support secession by Southern States from the U.S.A. 

Yall can visit’ the Tcague’s web — site — at: 
www.dixicnetorg 


Kenith Andry 


WHEN are concemed ‘residents’ not concerned residents? 
When you're from the ‘Lower Ormeau Road, of course! 
That's because poor old Gerard Rice lives in Carrydull 
(Co. Down) and has to travel about 7 miles to be offended 
by the Orange, Black and Apprentice Boys. [is sidekick 
John Gorman is so ‘concerned’ that he travels from 
Glengormley (Co. Antrim) to be offended. 

But spare a thought for Shannon Eton from the 
Washington DC-based Friends of Sinn Féin, She travelled 
all the way from the USA to object to Portadown District 
LOL No I's annual pre-Twellth church parade returning 
home via the Garvaghy Road. ‘To make things worse, she 
had to flee the "Black North’ aflcr being chinned by an 
Orangeman! Could UN arrange for an annual award to be 
given to those who travel furthest to be offended by these 
‘sectarian coat trailing exercises’, 

Interested Observer, 
Kast Belfast. 


YOUR last issue had a spectal election feature which 
praised the Scottish National Party and Plaid Cymru tor 
their vote in the historic clections for the Scottish 
Parliament and Welsh Assembly. Yet on the next page. 
‘Greg C.' from South Down calls both the SNP and Plaid 
Cymru “iternationalists, and — political 
opportunsts”. 

Why the inconsistency? 


caurecristy 


fain McClure, 
Glasgow, Scotland. 


It is so gratifying to hear from so many of our friends and kinsfolk 
in the old Confederacy and other parts of North America As fot 
‘stimulating debale’ with Irish republicans, we have tended to 
notice that all-to-often their debating points came from the barrel of 
agun. Remember Colin Abernethy and Ray Smallwoods! 

Out News around the British Isles elecion feature was a factual 
report UN didn't “praise” the Scottish National Party or Plaid 
Cymru. We concentrated on their vote, as they were the only 
gtoups who stood the remotest chance of challenging the control 
freaks of ‘New Labour The SNP's vote forced Nulab into a 
coalition government with the Scottish Liberal Democrats and 
Plaid Cymiu's vote means that a minority NuLab administration 
will operate on a day to day basis UN believes that a ‘broad 
church’ of opinion exists within both the SNP and PC We would 
like to hear trom radical nationalists within these organisations 
(Editor). 
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OUR STAND 


ULSTER NATION exists to promote these ideas and views in the 
political debate on Ulster's future. We stand for a new 
loyalty - loyalty to Ulster our Motherland. Our divided people 
have been prisoners of their traditional loyalties for far too 
long. We want to give Ulsterfolk something to struggle for 
rather than the endless die-in-the-last-ditch rearguard action 
to defend an already lost cause. We want to encourage the 
reawakening of Ulster’s national identity. 


Each issue of Ulster Nation comments on important political, 
military, social and cultural developments in Ulster, Europe 
and the world at large. You can help by contributing letters, 
reviews, articles, postage stamps and money. Why not 
subscribe or take out a bulk order? 


A subscription costs £6.00 for six issues in the United Kingdom or 
£8.00 in EU countries including Eire. The rate for North America 
is US$20.00 via airmail. Visa, Mastercard, Discover, Eurocard 
and American Express cards welcome. Please make cheques or 
Postal Orders payable to Third Way Publications. Credit card 
orders in North America may be faxed directly to: 

1 - 212 504 8000. Contact David Kerr, Ulster Nation, 

29 Glenwood Street, Belfast, Ulster BT13 3Au, United Kingdom. 
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I wish to subscribe to Ulster Nation and enclose my cheque/Postal Order for £6.00 or 
charge my MasterCard, Visa, Discover, Eurocard or American Express card. (circle 
one). 
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